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EDITORIAL. 


The Forthcoming Session.—The [Education Committee has 
in hand an interesting programme of meetings, fuller particulars 
of which will appear in our next issue. It is also proposed to 
arrange some social functions commencing with a Whist Drive on 
some Wednesday in November. Any suggestions, either in con- 
nexion with the meetings or social functions, are cordially wel- 
comed, and may be sent to the Honorary Secretary or to any 
member of the Council. 

The Projected Easter School.—We have already received 
the names of several readers who propose to join the Paris Easter 
School next year. Although time is young, we should be happy 
to hear from any others who are interested. An interesting pro- 
gramme is assured, a provisional outline of which we hope to be 
able to publish in an early number. 

Holidays.—We hope that all our readers have spent a 
pleasant and beneficial holiday, despite the fickleness of the 
weather. While the impressions are still fresh in their minds, may 
we ask for the co-operation of members of the Associ: and 
others—in building up our Register of Holiday Addresses? Such 
a register will be of mutual benefit from time to time, and we hope, 
therefore, that many will give us the benefit of their experience. 

Next Council Meeting.—The next Meeting of the Council will 
be held on Wednesday, 13th September, at the National Library 
for the Blind, at 7 p.m. 

Committees.—At the first meeting of the new Council the 
following Committees were appointed :— 

Finance and General Purposes: Messrs. Bullen, Cooper, Hogg 
(Chairman), Parsons, Procter, Sandry, and Webb. 

Press and Publications: Miss Gerard, Messrs. Bridge, 
Cummins, Morgan, Sharp (Secretary), Stewart, and Vale (Chair- 
man). 
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Education and Library: Miss Rees, Messrs. Briggs, Luke 
(Secretary), Strother, Thorne (Chairman), Williams, and Woods. 

Mrs. Hazard was elected to the office of Honorary Librarian, 
and we were again entrusted with the editorship of the Journal, an 
honour which we deeply appreciate. 

Examinations.—We understand that several people were pre- 
vented from sitting at the last Examinations of the Library Asso- 
ciation because their applications were made after the prescribed 
date. Will all who are concerned therefore take note that the 
last date for receiving entries for the December Examinations is 
Thursday, 14th September? The fees are 10s. for each sectional 
examination, 5s. for re-examination or re-entry ; 5s. for the Pre- 
liminary examination, 2s. 6d. for re-examination or re-entry ; 10s. 
for the Elementary examination, 5s. for re-examination or re- 
entry. 

The following subjects have been set for the essays :— 

Literary History : The great historians after Gibbon, a study 
of their methods, the subjects and periods of their work, and how 
far their respective methods and conclusions have been modified 
or superseded. 

Bibliography: ‘‘A Bibliography of the Literature of the League 
of Nations.”’ 

Classification: ‘‘A Criticism of the Arrangement of Language 
and Literature in the Decimal and Subject Classification Schemes.”’ 

Cataloguing : A critical comparison of Cutter’s and the A.L.A. 
and L.A. Cataloguing Rules (Joint Code). 

Library Organization: ‘‘ Review the present position of Co- 
operative work between public rate-supported Libraries and 
Elementary and Secondary School Systems. Discuss the effective- 
ness of such Co-operation and outline a policy designed to meet 
the full requirements of co-operative working between the Institu- 
tions.”’ 

Library Routine: ‘‘A day’s routine in a modern Public Library 
of 25,000 volumes,’’ with the following alternative for non-munici- 
pal candidates: ‘‘ The routine of a Library other than a Public 
Library.”’ 

Public Interest in Libraries.—We should like to endorse 
F.B.’s current view on the increased interest in libraries now 
being displayed by the public and the press. Never before do we 
remember to have seen so many testimonies to the value of 
libraries. There is hardly a paper that does not contain some 
reference or other to them. It may merely tell us that Surrey 
is again considering the provision of a County Library scheme, 
that Gateshead and York are still hopeful of having new buildings, 
that Weymouth and Yeovil are having libraries, or it may refer 
to the work accomplished by a library during the past year, or 
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what not. One thing is certain, namely, that there must be an 
increasing measure of public interest taken in books and libraries, 
or these constant references would not occur. Amongst our 
cuttings, we have received an interesting article from The 
WWoman’s Leader, by Miss Gwendolen Rees, on ‘* Library Work 
as a Profession for Women,”’ in which is set forth the suitability 
of librarianship ‘* to women of good education and intellectual pro- 
clivities.’’ Another article is by Mr. E. C. Kyte in Education, on 
‘* How to Start and to Develop a Technical Library.’’ This 
formed a paper read by him at the Summer Meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Technical Institutions. Lastly there is the informative 
article that appeared in The New Siatesman on ‘‘ The Use of 
Public Libraries.’’ All this is good publicity which we hope will 
continue. 

The University of London’s Diploma.—!t is interesting to 
know that as a result of the recent examinations, the University of 
London has awarded ten full diplomas in Librarianship. Of these, 
six were awarded to women and four to men. It is significant 
that of the whole ten diplomas, only two (we believe) were 
awarded to people at present engaged in the public library service, 
vis., to Miss M. N. Harris, daughter of the chief librarian of 
Islington, and to Mr. F. E. Sandry, of West Ham, and a member 
of our own Council. In this connection, we congratulate Mr. 
P. A. Meachaen, of the Bethnal Green Public Library, on having 
passed the University’s Matriculation Examination. 

Sequels.—We are glad to announce that our book ‘‘ Sequels ”’ 
was successfully published in July, and in spite of the holiday 
atmosphere that prevails generally at this time of the year, it is 
proving a ‘‘ good seller.’’ One library system has purchased 
fourteen copies, whilst several have ordered six or more. It has 
been very satisfactorily reviewed in the ‘*‘ Athenzum,’’ ‘‘ The 
Times,’’ and the ‘* Publishers’ Circular.’’ One Librarian says, 
‘** It is a very useful work and shows much care ’’; another, ‘‘ It 
is a most useful publication, and you are to be cordially con- 
gratulated upon your enterprise in publishing it.’’ Messrs. The 
Woolston Book Co. have kindly consented to make a special show 
for us at their Exhibition at Cardiff during the Conference week. 
Assistants who have not purchased a copy will be well advised 
to order one at once, before the edition goes out of print. Orders 
should be sent to Mr. G. F. Vale, Municipal Library, Bethnal 
Green, E.2, direct, enclosing remittance, 6s. net per copy. 

Weddings.—We take this opportunity of congratulating two 
members of the Council who were recently married, viz., Mr. 
F. E. Sandry, who was married to Miss Helen Boston at 
Eltham, on Ist July, and Mr. A. E. Cummins, who was married 
to Miss R. E. Griggs at Croydon on 2nd August, 
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Library Association Council Election.—On the whole we re- 
gard the result of the L.A. Council Election as satisfactory from 
our point of view, as all the candidates supported by us were 
elected save two. It is particularly gratifying to note the high 
position in the poll of our Honorary Secretary, Mr. G. P. Jones, 
and of Mr. W. Benson Thorne. It is an indication of the esteem 
in which these two prominent members of the A.A.L. are held by 
the profession as a whole, and we are desired by the two gentlemen 
concerned to convey to all who gave them their support this 
public expression of their appreciation of the measure of support 
and confidence thus accorded to them. 


THE USES OF INDEXES IN RESEARCH.* 
By Ernet F. Wracc, Sheffield Public Libraries. 

Works which may lay claim to be ostensible indexes are those 
so described in their title or sub-titles. Considering the vast 
range of past and current literature, such works are compara- 
tively few in number. 

Periodical literature has several times attracted the indexer, 
chiefly because of its miscellaneous character. Also, because 
many valuable articles are published only in this form, and up- 
to-date information on questions of the day and scientific subjects 
is propounded in journals long before it is collected in monograph 
form. A fine sample of an invaluable index to questions of the 
day is the Index to ‘‘ The Times ’’ newspaper. Separate indexes 
to a large number of periodicals have been compiled. A list of 
such indexes was issued in 1890 by the Boston Public Library, 
but a more recent and larger one is given in ‘‘ Stein’s Manuel de 
bibliographic generale,’’ 1897. Perhaps the best known indexes 
to periodical literature giving subject entries from _ several 
periodicals in one sequence are those by Poole and the ‘* Review 
of Reviews.’’ Both of these deal with periodicals issued during 
a specified period and have not been issued for several years. The 
work of indexing periodical literature has in recent years been 
executed in England by ‘* The Athenzum ’”’ in collaboration with 
‘* The Library Association.”’ 

In America, the work of indexing is on a much firmer com- 
mercial basis. There indexes to periodical literature are issued 
monthly and cumulated at regular intervals. The W. H. Wilson 
Company issue four indexes to periodicals including an_ inter- 
national one. The same firm issue a monthly cumulative book 
index comprising title, subject and author entries in one sequence. 
In its cumulated form of three or more years as ‘‘ The United 











* Read before the Yorkshire Division, 29th June, 1922. 
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States Catalogue,’’ this is one of the best keys to modern 
literature. 

The ‘* English Catalogue of Books,’’ although not bearing the 
title index, is the yearly cumulation of ‘‘ The Publisher’s Circular ”’ 
weekly lists of new books. It contains entries, author, title and 
subject of all British publications. These again are brought. to- 
gether in one sequence covering five years. 

Several fine indexes to the collected works of individual 
authors have been compiled. Such indexes are of more particular 
than general interest, but where the works of one author are volu- 
minous as in the case of Ruskin’s 38 volumes, the student of 
Ruskin is more than grateful for the 39th index volume. 


Unless libraries procure indexes, of the kind already described 
at the time of publication, difficulty is often experienced in pro- 
curing them later. Often the price is prohibitive to the average 
sized library. Although the lack of them must necessarily be felt, 
patience and a knowledge of the contents and the use of as many 
as possible of the reference books contained in the library, will 
yield an answer to almost any query. Indeed, although a library 
may be very strong in ostensible indexes, recourse very often will 
have to be made to encyclopaedic and bibliographical works. 

An index may be taken as the key to the location of the 
material indexed. An index to literature answers in the main three 
questions : (1) Where can information on a subject be found? (2) 
What has a given author written and in what form has it been 
issued? (3) Who is the author and what is the form of publication 
of a work having a certain title? 

The first question is perhaps most frequently asked. For the 
more general reader it is often quite adequately answered by a 
direct reference to a good encyclopedia, under the name of the 
subject. A library possessing the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica "’ 
need hardly be afraid of failing to answer any query. Not only’ 
are the. articles written by the best authorities, but the principal 
ones are so extensive as to be monographs in themselves. At the 
end of each article is a bibliography. If the article fails to give 
the material required, often one of the works mentioned at the 
end will supply it. But the Britannica has a very fine index to the 
specific subjects treated in the larger articles. It is almost impos- 
sible to over-rate the value of this encyclopedia to research 
students. 

Though very important, the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica ’’ is 
not the only encyclopedia. Others of a much less pretentious 
nature often contain concise information sufficient for the demands 
of the searcher. Many such works which appear to be specific, 
are in reality very gereral in scope. This brings home the fact 
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that an assistant must know the contents of his reference books. 
Both the Jewish and the Catholic encyclopedias contain articles 
on general topics, each of which is followed by a bibliography of 
the subject. If several such works are consulted, additional in- 
formation is secured, with the added value that it is written from 
different standpoints. 

Year books and annuals are important to the would-be 
searcher. Foremost amongst these comes ‘‘ The Statesman’s 
Year Book.’’ It has a good index and refers at the end of each 
country to statistical and other books of reference concerning it. 
Most of the year books have indexes so that if the general features 
and subjects of each are known to the assistant, more specific 
information can be easily turned up. 


Each year sees the publication of more and more bibliographies 
of specific subjects in addition to the more general ones, arranged 
in classical order. These, although not bearing the title ‘‘index,’’ 
are the keys to the location of material on the subjects dealt with. 
Nelson's ‘* Standard *’ and Sonnenschein’s ‘‘ Best Books ’’ are 
valuable subject lists. The ‘‘ Reference Catalogue of Current 
Literature,’’ issued by Whittaker is by its subject index made very 
useful to the seeker of works on a particular topic. Volumes 
3 and 4 of Watt’s ‘‘ Bibliotheca Britannica ’’ form a subject index 
to volumes 1 and 2 containing the main author entries of that 
work. It is an attempt to deal with British and foreign literature 
up to the time of publication, 1824. 

Classified and alphabetical subject catalogues of other libraries 
are very useful. Although limited to the books contained in the 
library, references to books on the topic are obtained and may 
induce the searcher to secure access to those particular books else- 
where. At any rate, something is accomplished if the searcher is 
informed where material is located. Foremost amongst library 
catalogues is the ‘* Subject Index ’’ to the British Museum 
Catalogue. 

A monograph bibliography of every subject is still a dream 
of the future. Some subjects, particularly new ones, have so little 
written upon them that they do not warrant the care and energy 
necessary for the compilation of a separate bibliography. Here 
again the initiative of the assistant is required. Often a reference 
to a dictionary or encyclopedia on a broad subject, of which the 
specific one required is a branch, will yield a small bibliography or 
references to books on the lesser subject. Sometimes one authority 
is quoted which when looked up is found to contain quite a nice 
little bibliography of the special subject. 


Very many books issued to-day contain either general biblio- 
graphies at the close of the text of more specific ones at the end 
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of each chapter, dealing with the subject of that chapter. For 
example, if a person enquires for an out-of-the-way or little-known 
subject, the assistant should by judicious questioning, ascertain the 
parental subject. Once this is known the rest is generally only a 
matter of diligence in looking up the various authorities contained 
in the library on the broader subject until references to the lesser 
ones are discovered. 


The chief thing for every assistant to learn is that one refer- 
ence leads to another, and if only he will persist something, even 
in a small collection of books, will be found to answer almost any 
question. 

Question two: What has a given author written? although 
very often asked is not so frequently put as question one. To 
answer such a question, one naturally resorts to an author list. 
Monograph bibliographies of given authors are fairly frequent, 
particularly of famous writers, but in most cases resort must be 
made to works of a more general character. Several collective 
author catalogues of the literature of different countries have been 
issued. ‘* The Bibliographer’s Manual of English Literature,”’ 
compiled by W. T. Lowndes, is an author catalogue of English 
Literature down to 1857. A very useful and authentic author list 
is given in A. S. Allibone’s ‘‘ Critical Dictionary of English 
Literature and British and American Authors.’’ The critical notes 
on books given in this dictionary are very valuable. In giving 
instances of good author lists one must not forget the almost 
indispensable value of the British Museum Catalogue or Brunet’s 
** Manuel du libraire de |’amateur de livres.’’ The latter has a 
classified index which is often useful in determining the subject 
matter of old books with ambiguous titles. 


For information relating to works printed before 1500 the 
great monograph is Ludwig F. T. Hain’s ‘‘ Repertorium 
Bibliographicum ad annum M.D.’’ This work is the authority 
on early: printed works and is arranged alphabetically by author. 
There are many lists of incunabula, that is, works printed before 
1500, but in many will be found references to Hain’s Reper- 
torium. The ‘‘ English Catalogue of Books *’ and ‘‘ The United 
States Catalogue ’’ will both answer the second question in 
relation to modern books. The library possessing these or similar 
works has several very good author keys or indexes. The list 
of works given under an author’s name in any one list must not 
be taken as exhaustive. Several authorities should be consulted 
before the list is considered complete. If these sources, or as 
many of them as the library possesses, fail to give references to 
the works of a particular author, there are still other avenues of 
search open. It is possible that the library possesses one or more 
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books by the author in question. On examination, these works 
are sometimes found to contain lists of other works by the same 
author. An almost unfailing source of bibliographical informa- 
tion relating to one man is the ‘‘ Dictionary of National 
Biography,’’ which gives the history of the publications of all his 
works. Similarly, ‘‘ Who’s Who ”’ contains a list of the pub- 
lications of each person biographed, but is, of course, limited to 
living writers at the year of publication. 

Our. last question relating to the author and form of pub- 
lication of works bearing a certain title is met with less frequently. 
Several of the works already mentioned such as the English and 
United States Catalogues will answer this question as well as the 
others. The title may suggest the subject matter of the book. 
In that case the search is facilitated, as the subject indexes and 
bibliographies may then be consulted. 

Most probably the title has been remembered because the 
book was anonymous. Most author lists contain entries of 
anonymous literature under the first word of the title. If the 
book has not been published within the last 30 or 40 years, details 
of it may be found in a dictionary of anonymous literature. A 
very good key to such literature is contained in the index to the 
first ten volumes of ‘‘ Book Prices Current.’’ 

This work brings us to another problem often brought for the 
library to solve. A reader possesses an old book and wishes a 
value to be placed on it, or at least to know if it is a first edition. 
The only value one can give is the sale price already secured for 
duplicate copies of his edition. If a copy has been previously 
sold, a record of the sale will be found in ‘‘ Book Prices Current ”’ 
or ‘* Book Auction Records.’’ The latter part of his question will 
of course be answered by comparing his work with the biblio- 
graphical details enumerated in most of the general catalogues 
and bibliographies previously mentioned. Books are not the only 
objects which are put up for sale because of their rarity or other 
form of uniqueness. Works of art are often subjected to the 
auctioneer’s hammer. Records of such sales at Christies are to 
be found in ‘‘ Art Prices Current.’’ Representative prices from 
the sales of other leading firms are included. In the same way 
that ‘‘ Book Auction Records ’’ will furnish an estimated value 
of an old book, ‘* Art Prices Current ’’ will supply to the con- 
noisseur an approximate worth of some cherished relic. 

A library which is not strong in ostensible indexes has always 
the privilege of providing itself with an index which will be a real 
and most efficient key to its contents. This is obtained by keep- 
ing a record, preferably on cards, of all questions asked in the 
library which necessitate a search before the answer was found. 
The references to the works where the matter wanted was given 
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should be noted with each question. A second reader asking a 
question previously answered is then assisted very speedily. 

Ostensible indexes, although very desirable in all libraries, 
should not by their lack in a particular library, lock up the con- 
tents of the collection. If the assistant will only go to the more 
general encyclopedias and bibliographies and from those build 
up his references, leading from one to another, even a small library 
will in all probability be found to contain some information on the 
subject in question. 





Soutn Coast Division. 


The Tenth Annual Meeting of this Division was held at Arundel on 
Friday, July 7th. In spite of the small numbers comprising the Branch, 16 
members and friends attended and spent a very pleasant afternoon in the 
beautiful Park, afterwards being entertained to tea at the Bridge Hotel, by 
Messrs. Male and Webb. 

A short time was devoted to dealing with the Annual Report, Statement 
of Accounts, and announcing the Officers and Committee for the ensuing 
year, the remainder of the all-too-short stay being spent in a stroll round 
the town, and a visit to the magnificent church of St. Philip Neri. 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held at Brighton in October. 

E. MALE, : 
Honorary Secretary. 


TENTH ANNUAL REPORT, 1921—22. 

The Committee have pleasure in presenting their Tenth Annual Report 
on the work of the Branch. 

MEMBERSHIP.—The present membership is 30, comprising 1 Fellow, 
27 Members and 2 Associate Members. 

Meetincs.—During the year meetings have been held at Brighton 
(Annual), July, 1921; Portsmouth, October, 1921; Worthing, January, 1922; 
Eastbourne, May, 1922. 

The attendances at these meetings must be considered very satisfactory, 
considering the somewhat depleted membership, and the geographical diffi- 
culties of the area covered by the Branch. The papers read and discussed at 
the meetings held during the year at times reached a very high plane, 
special credit being due to Miss P. Page, of Portsmouth, for the paper she 
read at the gathering there entitled ‘‘ The Bible in English Literature.” 
Another very successful meeting was that held at Worthing in January, which 
was devoted to a Magazine Evening. No less than nine articles had been 
sent in, and some interesting and at times very amusing efforts proved that 
a large amount of talent is to be found among the members of the Branch. 
The first prize was voted to Miss G. Dean, of Worthing, for her paper, 
“Rupert Brooke: an appreciation ’’; and the second to Miss W. Fox, also 
of Worthing, for her paper ‘* Ghosts.”’ 

The visit to Eastbourne in May again led to the discovery of fresh talent, 
Mr. Gardiner reading his first paper entitled, ‘‘ The delight of ignorance.”’ 
Miss Barnett, of Brighton, also provided much amusement with her paper, 
“On nothing in particular.” Before closing this résumé of the papers, the 
Committee wish to place on record their thanks to Mr. W. Benson Thorne, 
who attended the Annual Meeting of the Branch and explained in a very 
able manner the proposed ‘“* Reconstruction Scheme ’’ for the Library 
Assistant’s Association. Mr. Henry D. Roberts added greatly to the enjoy- 
ment of the members by his most entertaining sketch of the History of the 
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Royal Pavilion, in which the: members were (thanks to Mr. Roberts) for- 
tunate enough to hold their meeting. 

GENERAL.—The Committee, as well as the President, deeply regret the 
poor response made to the latter’s offer of two half-guinea prizes for the best 
papers by Seniors and Juniors on ‘“ Library work for Children.’’ Miss 
Page (Portsmouth) was the only member who competed and _ duly 
received the ‘* Senior ’’ prize. The thanks of the Committee are gratefully 
tendered to the authorities of the various libraries at which meetings have 
been held, to Miss M. Frost, F.L.A., Mr. J. Hardcastle, F.L.A., Mr. James 
Hutt, M.A., F.L.A., Mr. Henry D. Roberts, M.B.E., F.L.A., and_ their 
staffs, for hospitality and other assistance. 

Mr. Arthur Webb, F.L.A., Chairman for the past two years, retires 
under the regulations, and the Committee desire to record their appreciation 
of his efforts on behalf of the Branch. 

Miss Gerard, together with your Chairman and Honorary Secretary, 
attended the Conference on ‘‘ Reconstruction,’”’ held in London in May last, 
and voted against the proposed scheme, which, if adopted would have had 
a very detrimental effect on all branches, and especially the South Coast 
Branch. 

During the year one of our Honorary Vice-Presidents, Mr. A. Cecil 
Piper, F.L.A., of Winchester, was appointed Librarian of Richmond. Whilst 
congratulating Mr. Piper on his well-deserved advancement, all regret his 
severance with the Branch he did so much to establish. His successor at 
Winchester, Mr. F. W. C. Pepper, F.L.A., of Birmingham, and formerly of 
Brighton, has been added to the list of Honorary Vice-Presidents. 

The Election for the Council held last month has resulted in Miss E. 
Gerard (Worthing) and Mr. A. Webb (Brighton) being re-elected. 

It is satisfactory to note that the financial statement shows a balance 
carried forward of £6 19s. 83d. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
ARTHUR WEBB, Chairman. 
ERNEST Mate, Honorary Secretary. 

The following are the Officers and Committee for 1922-23 :— 

Hon, President: Mr. J. Hutt, M.A., F.L.A. (Portsmouth). 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield (Hastings); Mr. Albert 
Davis, F.L.A. (Southampton); Miss M. Frost, F.L.A. (Worthing); Mr. J. H. 
Hardcastle, F.L.A. (Eastbourne); Mr. F. W. C. Pepper, F.L.A. (Winchester) ; 
Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., F.L.A. (Brighton). 

Chairman: Miss Ethel Gerard (Worthing). 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. Ernest Male, F.L.A. (Brighton). 

Hon. Treasurer: Miss G. Dean (Worthing). 

Committee: Mr. A. M. Hamblyn (Eastbourne); Mr. Hayward (Ports- 
mouth); Miss P. Page (Portsmouth); Miss Purdue (Hove); Mr. A. Webb, 
F.L.A. (Brighton); Miss E. Young (Brighton). 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


By the kind invitation of the Public Library Committee a Meeting was 
held at Harrogate on Thursday, June 29th. We were welcomed by His 
Worship the Mayor, Mr. Alderman W. Raworth, J.P., who apologised for 
the absence of the Chairman of the Public Library Committee (Mr. Councillor 
H. F. McDowell). In the absence of the President, Mr. R. W. Parsons 
(Bradford) occupied the chair. 

In welcoming the Association, the Mayor said he hoped we should not 
always occupy positions of assistants; as in many other walks of life, 
headships were not to be picked up any day, but at some time or other he 
hoped members would get their chance. It was the right thing to make the 
best of the position one occupied, and it was necessary that we should unite. 
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The Chairman acknowledged the welcome appreciatively. 


Mr. W. Procter then submitted his report, as delegate, of the proceedings 
of the Joint Conference on Reconstruction Proposals held in London, May 10th 
last. The account was listened to interestedly, and at the close a resolution 
approving of the delegate’s representation on behalf of the Branch as con- 
tained in his report, embodying also the best thanks of the members for his 
services, was passed unanimously. 

Miss Ethel F. Wragg, of the Sheffield Public Libraries, then followed 
with her paper on ‘* The Uses of Indexes in Research.’? Works which may 
lay claim to be ostensible indexes are those so described in their title, or 
sub-title. Considering the vast range of past and current literature, such 
works are comparatively few in number. Periodical literature has several 
times attracted the indexer, chiefly because of its miscellaneous character. 
Also, because many valuable articles are published only in this form, and 
up-to-date information on questions of the day and scientific subjects are 
propounded in the different journals long before it is collected together in 
monograph form. Several fine indexes of the collected works of individual 
authors have been compiled. Such indexes are of more particular than 
general interest, but where the works of one writer are voluminous, as in 
the case of Ruskin’s 38 volumes, the student of Ruskin is more than grate- 
ful for the 39th index volume. Although the lack of good indexes must be 
felt, patience and a knowledge of the contents and the use of as many as 
possible reference books in the library, will yield an answer to almost any 
query put to the assistant. Indeed, although a library may be very strong in 
ostensible indexes, resource very often will have to be made to encyclopedic 
and bibliographical works. 

An index to literature answers in the main three questions, namely, (i.) 
Where can information on a certain subject be found?; (ii.) What has a 
given author written, and in what form has it been issued?; (iii.) Who is 
the author and what is the form of publication of a work having a certain 
title? The first question is perhaps most frequently asked. For the more 
general reader it is often quite adequately answered by a direct reference to 
a good encyclopedia, under the name of the subject. It is almost impossible 
to over-rate the value of the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica ’’ to any research 
student. Many encyclopadias which appear to be specific are in reality very 
general in scope. This brings home the fact that a library assistant must 
know the contents of as many as possible of his reference books. Both the 
“ Jewish ’’ and the ‘* Catholic ’’ Encyclopedias contain articles on general 
topics, each of which is followed by a bibliography of the subject. If several 
such works are consulted, additional information is secured, with the added 
value that it is written from different standpoints. 


To answer question two one naturally resorts to an author list. Mono- 
graph bibliographies of given authors are fairly frequent, particularly of 
famous writers, but in most cases one must look to works of a more general 
character. If the standard sources fail to give references to the works of a 
particular author, there are still other avenues of search open. An almost 
unfailing source is the ‘* Dictionary of National Biography.’’ This gives 
the history of the publication of all the works of an author. 


The last question, relating to the author and form of publication of 
works bearing a certain title, is met with less frequently. The title may 
suggest the subject-matter of the book. In that case the search is facilitated, 
as the subject indexes and bibliographies may then be consulted. Probably 
the title has been remembered because the book was anonymous. Most 
author lists contain entries of anonymous literature under the first word of 
the title. 
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If a person inquires for an out-of-the-way subject, or one little known, 
the assistant should, by a little judicious questioning, ascertain the par- 
ental subject. Once this is known the rest is generally only a matter of 
diligence in looking up the various authorities contained in the library on 
the broader subject until references to the lesser ones are discovered. The 
cRief thing for every assistant to learn is that one reference leads on to 
another, and if only he or she will persist in the search, something, even in 
a small collection of books, will be found to contain information on the 
subject in question. 

Opening the discussion, the Honorary Secretary (Mr. W. Robertshaw, 
Bradford) said that new subjects were not the only ones that presented dif- 
ficulties to assistants. There were few subjects more difficult to assist readers 
to than heraldry, and an index to this was badly needed. After much careful 
searching an assistant may find the required representation; but how very 
often one heard the remark, ‘‘ I wish it had been coloured.’’ He submitted 
that a reliable index may have brought to the reader’s notice a coloured 
illustration of the arms required. Speaking of indexes to individual authors, 
he said the ideal index was that which would answer the questions: ‘“‘ Did 
Newman say this? ’’; ‘* Did he ever unsay it, and if so, where? ’’; ‘* Are 
there any notable sayings of his not brought into due prominence.’’ Such a 
compilation was not an index only—it was a guide to Newman’s thought, 
a valuable asset to the theological student. An index to Parliamentary 
papers and reports; the difficulties attending the finding of portraits; and 
the advantages of an index-appendix to Lowndes were also dealt with by him. 

The Chairman said the paper had been particularly interesting. He 
considered co-operation between different libraries would be useful, and might 
save readers the trouble of going to the British Museum. In regard to the 
point of judicious questioning, he would be delighted if Miss Wragg would 
tell them how to put judicious questions. 

The Misses Hummerston (Leeds) and Seaton (Harrogate), and Messrs. 
A. Denton (Bradford), and W. Procter (Leeds) also briefly contributed to the 
discussion. A vote of thanks was passed to Miss Wragg on the motion of 
Miss Hummerston, seconded by Mr. Procter; and a vote of thanks to Mr. 
G. W. Byers, F.L.A. (Chief Librarian) for the excellent arrangements made 
for the visit, proposed by Mr. H. J. M. Maltby (Bradford), seconded by Mr. 
S. M. Bryant (York) closed the afternoon’s proceedings. 

At 5.0 p.m, the members were entertained to tea in the Winter Gardens, 
Royal Baths Hall, by His Worship the Mayor. On the invitation of the 
Royal Hall Committee, members attended the evening concert, for which 
seats had been reserved by the Manager (Mr. J. E. Wilshire). A well- 
contrasted orchestral programme was enjoyed by all, works by Schubert, 
Wagner, Mozart, Jarnefelt, Bach and Sibelius enabling the audience to 
appreciate the different conceptions and expressions of musical thought. 

The Annual Ramble took place on Wednesday, July 26th. With Mr. 
H. J. M. Maltby (Hon. Sec., Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society) 
as Leader, the party proceeded to Shibden Hall, the residence of Mr. John 
Lister, M.A., a well-known Yorkshire antiquary. Mr. Lister, whose family 
entered into possession in 1613 showed the members over the historic 
mansion, and related interesting events concerning it. It is one of the few 
timbered houses remaining in the county, and is over 500 years old, the 
oldest existing deed of the property being dated 1420. Although the Hall 
has been subjected to considerable extensions and restorations, many of the 
moulded wooden window mullions remain intact. About 1510 some stained 
glass was inserted; and the window of the housebody is of old English 
domestic glass in situ. The interior of the Hall is full of oak wainscotting, 
old oak furniture, and family portraits. Of its literary treasures—letters, 
diaries, account books, deeds and manuscripts—there is such an abundance 
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as to bewilder the antiquary. There is preserved the receipt for the fine a 
Lister paid Charles I. for refusing a knighthood. There is also the manu- 
script of John Hanson, the Elizabethan antiquary. Letters, also, of Francis 
Fawkes, the Yorkshire poet; of David Hartley, the celebrated philosopher ; 
and of General Sir William Fawcett (Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Army), who was born at Shibden Hall. 

On the motion of the President (Mr. J. A. Butterfield) a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded Mr. Lister for his kindness in allowing us to inspect 
the mansion, and for arranging a miniature exhibition of early printed books 
and manuscripts. After a tour through the park and gardens the party left 
to partake of tea in Halifax. 

After tea the ramble was resumed, the objective being Coley Church. 
We were welcomed by the Vicar, the Rev. G. T. Jowett, M.A., D.D., who 
gave an account of the Church and parish. The present Church was erected 
rather more than one hundred years ago, on the site of that in which Heywood 
preached. What strikes the visitor on entering is, that apart from the 
chancel, it bears a very strong resemblance to a Nonconformist chapel. The 
Vicar displayed the Communion plate for our examination; there are four 
chalices bearing the dates 1550, 1620, 1632 and 1650, all being fine examples 
of this kind of craftsmanship and excellently preserved. The newest chalice 
and paten were given by a Thomas Whitley, an ancestor of the present 
Speaker of the House of Commons. In 1550 an Act of Parliament was 
passed which ordered the suppression of colleges, chantries, and free chapels, 
by which Coley Church was suppressed, and all its revenues given to Sedbergh 
Grammar School. To this school part of the original Coley endowment still 
belongs. 

Mr. Procter (Leeds), at the conclusion of the Vicar’s brief sketch, 
moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Jowett and Mr. Maltby for their services in 
contributing to the programme. That the members had enjoyed the excur- 
sion into such a rich district, historically, was evident, both in speech and 
facial expression. 

W. RopertsHaw, 
Honorary Secretary. 


The September Meeting will be held on Wednesday, the 27th, at Ilkley, 
through the kindness of the Librarian and Curator of Museum, Mr. William 
Graham, F.L.A. 

A paper on “ John Galsworthy, Novelist,’ will be read by Mr. Edward 
Sydney, F.L.A., of the Reference Library, Leeds. 

Again the Committee has been successful in arranging a Meeting in a 
“new town,’’ that is, one not hitherto visited by the Association; and in 
view of this it is requested that a good number be present. Detailed pro- 
gramme to members later. 

WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, 
Hon. Secretary. 


NortTH-EASTERN DIVISION. 


The Midsummer meeting took the form of a pleasure outing to Durham. 
Non-members and friends were invited, and a party of 49 spent an enjoyable 
day. The proceedings commenced with a rally at the Cathedral. A majority 
of the party, after seeing something of the building, stayed for the afternoon 
service; while a few, visiting Durham for the first time, preferred to see the 
Castle. After service a very strenuous climb to the top of the tower was re- 
warded by an exhilarating few minutes of keen air and fine views. The party 
naturally collected again at tea-time, and around tempting tables complete 
sociability was fully enjoyed. 
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After tea, a visit to the University Library had been planned, and Mr. 
E. V. Stocks, M.A., Librarian, had kindly arranged a small exhibition of 
treasures in his charge. To include such an item in what had been described 
as ** a pleasure trip without any business ’’ may have seemed a risk. But the 
sympathetic reception from Mr. Stocks, the spirit of the place, and the interest 
of the exhibits, only enhanced the ‘* pleasure ’’; and the surprisingly large 
number who attended felt that they had unexpectedly added to their enjoyment. 
A very hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Stocks. 

The remainder of the evening was spent in various ways: by some in boat- 
ing, by otlicrs in riverside rambles. But as the evening was very beautiful all 
were well satisfied. 

It was a matter of regret that we were meeting Mr. W. D. Herdman for 
the last time as a member of our Association, but congratulations on his 
appointment to Cheltenham were nevertheless very hearty. His promotion is 
a distinct loss to the Division. At the same time, we were pleased to welcome 
Mr. S. E. Harrison, newly appointed Curator and Librarian to Bowes Museum 
and Art Gallery, Barnard Castle. He took advantage of our nearness to travel 
to Durham to spend the afternoon with us, and was thereby able to meet many 
co-workers in his new district. 

This break-away from the customary meetings brought to our ranks, for 
the day, some assistants with lukewarm interest in the Association. It is to 
be hoped that some, at least, will now see the possibilities for pleasure and 
profit by forgathering occasionally with others similarly employed and with 
similar interests. 





OUR LIBRARY. 


Sayers, W. C. Berwick. An Introduction to Library Classifica- 
tion : theoretical, historical, and practical ; and a short course 
in practical classification, with readings, questions and 
examination papers. 256 pp. 7}-in. x 4%-in. Grafton and 
Co. 10s. 6d. net. 


This is a second, and revised, edition of Mr. Sayers’ well-known little book, 
which we welcome as a sign of the times, for the issue of a new edition of a 
volume on such a subject within four years is evidence, not only that the 
subject is being widely studied, but also that the book supplies a need. Prior 
to the publication of the first edition, the systematic study of bibliographical 
classification could only be carried on with difficulty, owing to the fragmentary 
nature of the existing literature, and there can be little doubt that Mr. Sayers’ 
** Introduction ’’ helped to spread a far more intelligent understanding of the 
subject than had been possible before. Mr. Sayers has now laid students 
under further obligation by extending his survey somewhat, and by adding 
his ** Short Course,” hitherto only available as a separate publication, long 
out of print. The actual amount of new matter is not large, but is distinctly 
useful; for example, the Subject Scheme has been dealt with more fully, and 
the sections on the classified catalogue have been expanded into a chapter. 
Here and there the phraseology has been simplified, and an index, which is a 
commendable feature, has been introduced. Lastly a resumé of Mr. Wyndham 
Hulme’s articles on the theory of classification is given, which is an advan- 
tage, as the articles are not always easily accessible, and it is very desirable 
that they should not be overlooked. Thus we now have in one cover a com- 
plete course of instruction embracing all the essentials, and if students con- 
scientiously follow out the further readings and perform the exercises reconi- 
mended, the result will be a very satisfactory training. We have nothing 
but praise for Mr. Sayers’ work, and strongly recommend the book to all as a 
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sound textbook for students and a thoroughly interesting volume for every- 
one concerned in any way with the art and science of classification. Before 
leaving the book, however, a protest must be made against the price charged 
for it. While taking into consideration the present high cost of all com- 
modities, and also the fact that books on library subjects do not “* sell,’’ we 
cannot help feeling that to charge half-a-guinea for a small volume of 
256 pages is unwarrantable.— B.P.R. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Honorary Visitor : Sir FREDERIC GEORGE Kenyon, K.C.B., M.A., D.Litt. 
Director: E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit. 


The School provides the following courses :— 


(a) FULL-TIME DAY COURSES. 
(b) COURSES FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS, both day and 


evening. 

Courses (a) and (b) are for students reading for the University 
Diploma in Librarianship or for the Certificates qualify- 
ing for the Diploma of the Library Association. 

(c) Special Courses. 


(d) Public and Special Lectures on Rural Library Systems, Library 
Work with Children, Illustrations of Books, Book-bind- 
ing, etc., will be given during the session. 

The session 1922-23 begins on Monday, OCTOBER 2nd, 

1922. 

Students desiring to be admitted should apply forthwith to 


Wa ter W. SETON, 
Secretary. 
University College, London. 


[Gower Street, W.C.1.] 


APPOINTMENTS. 


tJ. F. Hocc, deputy librarian, Battersea, to be borough librarian in 
succession to Mr. L. Inkster, retired. 
*S. J. Howartn, Tottenham, to be borough librarian, Ilkeston. Salary 
£250. 

*S. Kirpy, deputy librarian, Wood Green, to be senior assistant, Totten- 
ham. Salary £155 and £126 bonus. 

*Miss G. Rees, University College Library, London, to be an assistant, 
Fulham Public Libraries. Salary £90 and £94 10s. bonus. 

Miss A. C. Boyp, diploma, London University School of Librarianship, 
to be senior assistant, Richmond. Salary £150. 

*R. D. H. Situ, Kensington, to be an assistant, St. Pancras. Salary 
£70 plus bonus. 

* Member A.A.L. +t Hon. Fellow, A.A.L. 
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TEN REASONS 


WHY YOU SHOULD BECOME A MEMBER OF 


THE ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


Because it is the only purely professional body for library 
workers. 


Because it enables assistants in all kinds of libraries to meet 
for the discussion of professional matters, thus exchang- 
ing ideas and obtaining a wider outlook on their work. 


Because it provides the best means of improving conditions 
of library work and service by making collective operation 
possible. 


Because by becoming a member you not only help yourself, 
but you also help every other assistant in the country. 


Because it brings library workers together and enables them 
to become acquainted with one another. 


Because it keeps all its members up-to-date in library affairs 
by means of its monthly journal, The Library Assistant. 


Because it has the best freely-accessible professional Library, 
from which members in any part of the country can 
obtain books on librarianship. 


Because it has a record of nearly 30 years of recognised use- 
fulness, with many improvements in library conditions to 
its credit ; and because by increased membership it will 
gain fresh power for further work. 


Because 600 assistants have already found it worth while. 


Because it is your duty and privilege to support your own 
Association, the aim of which is to support, improve and 
protect your interests. 


Hon. Secretary : 
GuRNER P. JONEs, 


Public Library, Bancroft Road, 
Mile End, London, E.1, 











